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One-Sample Test

Test Value = 3
95% Confidence Interval of the
¢ df Sig. (2- _Mean Difference
tailed) Difference
Lower Upper

economical 31.707 445 .000 .99507 .9334 1.0567
political 15.066 422 .000 .39844 .3465 4504
social 25.224 440 .000 .71526 .6595 7710
Religious 7.873 440 .000 .26595 .1996 .3323
Non 28.627 408 .000 .53767 .5007 .5746
Democracy
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Abstract
Afghanistan has gone through the process of democratization at least twice in its

History-Once in the middle of the twentieth century; and once at the beginning of
the twenty-first century. However, in neither of these two periods, as it should have
been, the process has not carried out and democracy, unlike many Western and
Eastern societies, has not been able to implement its work properly in Afghanistan.
The purpose of this research is to examine the barriers to democracy in
Afghanistan—conducted on a "combination” method. This is in such a way that in
the quantitative part of the research, information and data were obtained by the
researcher-made questionnaire from Herat statistical community and analyzed with
SPSS software. The qualitative data were collected using a semi-structured interview
technique from Kabul, Herat and Mazar-e-Sharif and analyzed by "content analysis".
The findings and results the research show that all economic, social, cultural and
political structures of Afghan society have prevented the realization of a democratic
system in this country. Poverty, illiteracy, political instability, xenophobia,
geographical location, structural gaps, religious teachings and the unkindness of
religion and democracy have all prevented the establishment of a democratic
political movement in Afghanistan. The conditions of historical poverty in this
country have made it easy for the people to exchange democracy with any system
that can guarantee their life security and cost of living. Inferential analysis shows
that there is a significant negative relationship between literacy rate and barriers to
democracy. This means that with increasing literacy and awareness among the

community, the barriers to democracy will be reduced.
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other component of which is applicable in principle and is not realized, it will cause
hundreds of problems in Afghan society.

The Herat Professionals’ Council has conducted a research with the endeavors of
dear University Lecturers: Nasir Ahmad Frahmand, Sayed Jawad Ramiyar, Sayed
Mohammad Fagqiri, Ahmad Ershad Khatibi, and Abdul Saboor Matin. This research
has been conducted for the purpose of addressing factors that have failed to properly
implement democracy in Afghanistan. This research has proven that social, cultural,
political, economic, and religious barriers to democracy in a country like
Afghanistan have not been achieved and have not yielded positive results.

We hope that this research will answer some of these questions, so that our
politicians and communities that have not had our experience can use the findings of
this work to find a better path to political stability, economic growth, social
solidarity, and mutual acceptance.

We accept that this research cannot be complete and flawless, but it is a step
towards the destination. We hope that other experts, researchers and scholars will
try to enrich this discussion so that human societies can use scientific research to

the betterment of Afghan society

Y.
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The Message of Herat Professionals’ Council

Following the fall of the Taliban's Islamic Emirate, the establishment of the Islamic
Republic and the adoption of the 2004 Afghan Constitution, the foundation of a
democratic system was laid--which strengthened hopes for a brighter future. The
people expected to achieve political stability, economic growth and good governance
in the shadow of a new democratic system.

With the principle of free, fair and direct free elections and the election of the
President, the representatives of the Parliament, the Provincial Council, the District
Council and the Municipalities, it was thought that positive developments were
taking place. Yet after two decades, instead of really strengthening democracy and
these components, unfortunately, we are moving away from democracy and we are
in a situation where we have neither political stability nor economic growth, nor can
we hold elections in the true sense of the word.

Extensive election fraud (buying and selling votes and fraud), staggering growth in
corruption, weakest and worst governance, greater dependence on foreign aid,
political divisions and dozens of other problems are the realities. The result has been
a waste of national and international efforts and billions of dollars spent on
strengthening democracy.

The Herat Professionals’ Council believes that If democracy is implemented in the
true sense of the word, it will lead to the growth of society in various material and

spiritual dimensions, but if the mere name of the government is democratic and no



